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THE MoRrE THINGS CH ANGE... . between the'pr.oject’s inceptioﬁ and the installation of the
: : : ; © _plantings.” i AL i

: ; ' il The lar, le of the change can be seen in the two rose
by Camilla Wilcox, curator of education igeteranple SRhe cling g
] ' 5 gardens near the greenhouse. Since it seemed unhkely in the

~beginning that we would find enough plants of the original

- ‘. £ i ! .. : i ’ . i . 7 e =
@z A8 beck i ests, fhe Reynalda Gariens oot has varieties of roses to fill the two 1917 gardens as Thomas Sears

A S : i intended them to bé filled and because we knew that the plants
observed that restoring the plantings‘of the formal gardens is‘an i ; - T Tl X a P
AL i - -would require careful maintenance, we first decided against
ever-changing process. As gardeners, we expected that the: ' : : p - _ o
) e, e W . attempting a restoration. As recently as the winter of 1997, when
gardens would change from one year to the next as plants grew, . ;

: : ) the first article on these gardens appeared in The Gardener’s
but we found that, even before the plants began to grow, the . : o & i PP T :
Ares el Fe i ' : ' Journal, we were still planning to substitute other plants for roses, -
project itself began to change. As we researched the plants, B . i AR : Lo t e
; ; . i DR C .perhaps adapting a design in their space utilizing plants selecte
persevered in our search for them, and made serendipitous Eaaanb Ehny P gp .
Al : Sl i - from the theme gardens. But now; as you will see in the artide
-connections, things that seemed impossible.to accomplish in the '
s s - i - “The Rose Gardens Restorcd “the rose gardens, with some
beginning gradually began t6 seem possible. Two examples, one
sl s Qe s B ; modlﬁcatlons, have been returned to thelr ongma] ocations. The
large and pne small, illustrate the evolution that occurred e
; ; i : . roses do require addltlonal mamtenance, ‘and the plants

. have been hard to find, but we believe that the results are

_ worth the care and attention the roses receive.
" A smaller illustration of the evolutionof the rest'ération
“project lies in the d}scovcry of the herltage of a single plant.
The daylily‘Florham’ occupied several prominent spots in’
the garden, and the plant itself represented an important

. example of the horticultural boom of the tlu.m of the century.
(See Winter 1998 TGJ for more on the origin of’_?iorham’.)
Finding it or a suitable replacement was important to the
appearance and interpretation of the garden. A widespread

search did not uncover a sc_)u.rce for this plant and, in the fall
of 1997, the search appeared to have reached an end. The
staff decided to replace ’Florham’vﬁth avery éimilal: daylily, -
Hemerocallis ‘I—Iypé_n‘cinf . Bearing a'striking resemblance to
-pictures and descriptions of ’Flarh;ifn’,‘Hy;:'oe'rion’is-alslo an
evergreen daylily with a large growing‘h'abit and lemon-

yellow, fragrant flowers. It has long been popular in home

" LATE 19205 PHOTO OF ROSE GARDENS ATTRIBUTED TO THOMAS SEARS. Foa MORE ON

=5 CONTJTNUED ON PAGE 2
THE RESTORATION OF THE ROSE GARDFNS, SEE ARTICLE ON PAGE 10. -
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. ALITTLE 0f REYNOLDA for YOUR
“YARD—TLANDSCAPE DESIGN -

by John Kiger, buildirg superintendent

- As youknow, Reynolda Gardens has tindergone major eriova-

- tions within the past two yea:s “The staff afReynolda Gardens is

. proud of what he have achieved, and we welcome the public to -
en]oy the ne:wly renovafecl areas. Not only dowe want peopleto

= en]oythegarden,butweaIscahopeuservesasanmspimhontc .

those who want to chr:mge or update their own landscaping at *

home by: mcorpo:ahng the ideas of ‘1'homas Sears, who designed

Reynolda Gardens, and the 1deas of ctm'ent staff membets who i
I de gn the modern gardens. - 5
~ The bestway to begm to\create an appea]mg landscape is to: put
=iE ‘on paper. Our renovation z]]ustrates the nnportante of this step.
The blggest change took place in the four. quadrants of the sunken
> -.garden Urrhl 1995, flagstone: paths led mtops thmugh a maze-
like structure ‘of English boxwoods encasﬁ;g flowering. crabapple
_ trees and seasonal flower beds. Althoug’n these areas were an
‘outstanding feature of the garden, they were not accurate
“according to the original plans. By complying with the original -
plaﬁs afThoma&Sears, we have Been able to recreate the
| quadrants exactly astheyshouldbe, . -
Mr. Sears probably used the same principles recommended by
today's experts to design gardens and grounds that suited the
: purposes of the family who owned them. A North Carolina
; Cooperatwe Extension Semoe, pubhcauenAg 248, orgamzes the '
steps for landscape demgn creation mto Six main areas. '

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SYMME.TRY 15 A H.&I.LMARK OF THE DESIGN OF REYNO!.DA S
FGRMAL G&RD'ENS

THE MORT TITTNG‘% CIIA\JGJ:.

~ -continued from page 1

gardens. After making the dgcisibn on'Flotham’s replacement, we
learned that the reason ‘Hyperion’ (1924) looked so much like-

. “Florham’ (1899) was that it was one of its early descendents. -

More surprises may lie ahead as we continue our research-and get

to know the garden. Our research in eaﬂy_ twehtieth «century.garden
- books and catalogs and current horticulture texts will continue-and, -
. asit does, we will make changes and/or find further confirmation of

early decisions. Over time the unique conditions of the microclimate

‘that has been recreated here will precipitate additional changes. With .

planting about 85 % complete, and almost all of the remainifig plants
on order, assistant director Kim Tilley-is currently evaluating plants to
determine how well they survive the haish summer environment of

. the sunken garden and how well they perfdrm in the locations Mr.
_ Sears chose for them. There may be periods in the next féw yé1r5'

when the garden does not seem to be filled to capamty, as-we wait
for young plants to grow, await the arnval of Cu:;tom rooted or
elusive plants and determine appropriate substttutes for plants that

“fail.

For O(,‘al gardeners and students, one of the strengths of the entire
four-acre formal garden, including the restored area, is that it is

. always changing. Changes occur, not because plants are moved in
- and out for seasonal display as they are in many public gardens, but

because they remain in place. Annuals go into the garden.early in the

_ yearand usually remain until they haye completed t_heif life span..

- Perennials, like peonies and irises, remain for years in the same spot

and offer a spectacular yearly show that s followed by the period of "+
sometlimeswl.insightly growth and resting that is essential to the long-
term health of the plants. Reynolda Gardens has no hidden growing

. areas where plants can”wait in the wings”until their peak, when
* they will take their turn on stage. As a result, visitors have the
* opportunity to gain a true picture of the life cycle of plants and to

learn how plants interact with each other in gardens :

In a similar way, we hope that over the next few years visitors will
gain a true picture of what it means to restore a garden of-the past.
Our successes and failures will be out in the ga:fdeﬁ forall to see. We'
hopc W;}tors will enjoy viewing thie engoing process of the restora- '
tion project, ‘understanding that we will make changes as the:need
for them becon‘_les apparent. We're happy to eat our words when

- we've said that we can't possibly restore a planting, then discover

later that we can. Or when we discover a plant that we were once
sure we couldn’t find. We present these gardens as our very best |

_effort, the result of our first years of planning and plah‘ting, at the

same time knowing that this garden, like any garden, will never be

o

completely finished. )
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PLANTS for COLLECTORS .
FRAGRANT VIBURNUMS for the GARDEN

by Preston Stockton, director -

“everal years ago,a good friend of the staff’s was bemoamng the

_ fact that she and her husband were moving to a new house. She i isa

' very fine plantsperson and had a well-established garden _that.she :

. had developed and tended for many years. As a gardener, I certainly
did understand when she said she just couldn’t bear to leave her

'I vwbm'nums, a mature collection that was breathtakmg when in
bloom. T know that a few of them moved with her.

The viburnums are an outstanding group of shrubs foruse in the =

. landscape. A meriber of the honeysuckle family; Capnfohaceae, the

> genus V'burmim is made up of about 225 species of: mnstly deaduous i

-shrubs or small trees They are-native to North America, Central -

h Amenca, Europe, and Asia. : .. :

. Viburnums vary so much in thelr charactensncs that there is
usually a viburnum for every landscape rrged ‘They range from two
feet to 30 feet in‘height and have varied ‘growth habits. Many have

‘beautiful fohage with good fall color. Most procluce fruit that attracts

* birds, and some of the fruit is very showy. Several are grown for the::-

i mcredlbly fragrant flowers, and these are the ones I. love the most.
‘Their spicy sweet fragrance lingers over the garden in the late
.afternoon Every Southern garden must have at least.one. '

PR * CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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LANDSCAPE DESTGN ;
CoNTINUED 5ROV PAGE 3
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_ achieye an asymmetrical
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" WHITE GARDEN. .

PLANTS FOR COLLECTORS
continued from page 3

| The Koreaﬁspice viburnum, V. carlesii, is one of the earliest to bloom, bl‘oomin.g as the leaves are
emerging in early April. In the Pink and White G'a_rden' at Reynolda, this plant is used to frame each side

‘of the steps from the upper garden. The Koréanspice viburnum is one of the most fragrant viburnums.

What a treat when it is blooming. Native to Korea, this deciduous.shmb has a rounded habit, five to six
feet tall with an equal spread, and is relatively slow- growing. It prefers moist, well-drained acid soil, but
it tolerates our local red clay. It grows in full sun to light shade but blooms best in full sun, The flowers

are pink in bud, turning white when fully open. It flowers in clusters that are two and one-half to three-

. inches across. The fruit is black in the fall. It’s not showy, but the birds like it. This. species is a little hard

to root so often nurseries offer grafted pl"mts This is not desirable because often the rootstock will

sucker and overrun the carlesii.Be sure to buy own-root plants.

Some very good cultivars are offered at nurseries. ’Aurora has very deep red flower buds that open
pink and then turn white.’Compactum’is a ma]ly nice variety for qmall gardens.‘Diana’is a very
vigorous gTowm and is strongly trdgrant :

The Burkwood viburnum, Viburnum burkwoodii is.a cross between V. carlesii and V. utit’é;, It blooms
several weeks later than carlesii and is very fragrant but not as spicy. This plant is very adaptable and '
durable. It grows eight to ten feet tall with a rounded form, but 1 always lightly prune the one in my
yard after it blooms to keep it a-nice shape. If we have a mild winter, it will often stay semi-evergreen.
The' fiowers are in clusters three to thrce and one-half inches across. Pink in bud, it opens to waxy
whlte_ _ . ey ;

" One of my neigthIs has a nice variety called’MohawkK’. It is a backeross with V. carlesii. It has dark
green leaves that turn a bnlhant orange-red in the fall. The dark red flower buds are ornamental several

weeks before they open. The open  flowers are white and have a strong spicy clove fragrance Its growth :

habit is more compact than V. burkwoodii. This is a really beautiful plant that I think I will have to have
for my garden. s :

The fragrant snowbal Vzbumum x carlcephalum has a more loose and open habit and blooms in late
April. (As you see, by having all three of these viburnums you cari have fragrance the whole month of
Apnl ) The snowball is a‘cross between V. carlesii and V. macrocephalum. It grows six to ten feet tall with a
y spread of eight feet. The flower

clusters are five inches across. They
are not quite 4s fragrant as the other
two but are much showier. The buds
are pink, opening to white. A good
*new variety is‘Chesapeake’, which is
much more é:ompact than the
species.
I.am o glad to see that many of
" our’local nurseries are can.'yingl these
plaritt, again Ten yéaré ago gardeners
really had to search to find fragrant
viburrums for their yards. If you'are
ever in Raleigh in April, visit.the']. a :
Raulston Arboretum and see the ;

viburnums in bloom. I’'m sure you
TWO CARLESH VIBURNUMS A_R'E FEATURED IN THE PINK AND will be visiting your favonFe. gar_clen
: shop on the way home. &

- Page'_z;




'UNUSUAL VEGETABLES for the SUMMER arid FALL GARDEN

| by Mary Tapella, horticulturist

%ahle gardens begin while the snow is on the ground and fireplaces are_bl.a_zingA Seeds are chosen
and plans are made while gardeners drool over stacks of seed catalogs,. thoughts drifting.toward spring
flowers and summer bounties of fruits and vegetébles piled higfl on picnic tables. By this time of _fhe year
most of us have harvested our spring crops-and are ready to begin reaping the rewardé of our summer
gafdens as well as planning our fall plantings. The -vegéfable patch at Reynoide i o different. The
tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers; and squash are in full growth, and harvest time.is near. Besides these
wcnderful must-have summer plants, there are some- unusua] and mtere-%hng selections that have been
added this' year '
Mirah Leaf Amaranth Amaranth virides
Amaranth is a very interesting plant with an ancient history. It has been used worldwide as a food source,
as an ornamental flowering plant, and as a vegetable substitute for spinach. Since spmach grows best in
cool temperatures, amaranth can be grown here instead because it thrives in higher temperatures without
bolting or going to seed. Amaranth isa good companion plant for potatoes because it drawq nutrients:
from deep within the soil. :

The Mirah leaf amaranth has red and green Ieavee and is described as having a“nutty, delicate flavor.”I
have seen this pIant listed in some pub]ications as Chinese spinach. It can reach two to three feet tall and
" requires a fair amount of nitrogen for best leaf- production, Amaranth leaves contain more calcium than
beets and other greens. The fact that amaranth planls contain at least 76 percent water and 18 pcrccnt
protein means that it is: an excellent source of plant protein as well as calcium, iron, and vitamins A and

C. Leaves should be harvested when plants are in their seventh through the nmth week of growth, when
nutrient contents are the highest. _ .

The leaves can be cooked as you would spinach. @teaming them about ten minutés retains the rich
vitamin content. The more mature stems should be cooked alone for eight to ten minutes. They taste a -
' htt}e bit like artichoke. :

Malabar Spinach . Basella alba and B.rubra :
Malabar or climbing spinach is another summer plant that can be grown instead of spinach. It is grown
here as an annual vine reaching ten to twelve feet. The red-stemmed variety has red-maroon stems with
- dark green leaves. If you have visited the herb garden at Reynolda, you might have seen the red-stemmed
variety where it has been displayed as an ornamental vine along one-of the fences for the past few years.
This year it has carned a place in the vegetable garden and will be trellised among the bulb fen'r.;_el and
celeriac. A

Basella is not difficult to grow Stmply provide good drainage, lots of sun, and regular feedings of
nitrogen. The leaves may be harvested after the vine has reached ‘;everal feet long. Pick the tip end
" growth first to encourage branching. .

Though the red and white climbing spmach both 1mpart an delicate flavor, t‘ne red variety loses its
color dul‘l]’lb > cooking. B

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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" volunteers

3 Tﬁ_é'-veggﬁaiﬁie'gardens are
' maintained by a group of
volunteers who work on -

Tuesday and Thursday

; mommgs tbrough the
1 gromng season.

Suea-n Andrews :

 Joe Boroff -

Jennifer Cannino
Helga Dirovi .

~ Janet Doellgast

Andrea Hupert -
Sharen Johe

Pat Lackey

3 Bertie Leonardi

Eleanor Leverenz

. Helene Mockev

= Mary Norris
" Jim Nottke

Sophia Rothberger
Karen Wilson

_ 'E_c:_luc_aftioi__'u_' volunteers
'Vﬂuﬁ'ﬁf.?é!f?: lead groups of -

 students one or two morningsa |
week from September throigh 1

May.

: 'Sﬁs_an'A.ndre'wsw-
- Betty Arnold

Zé‘_r}né. Baker:

Barbara Bryant
4 Helga Dinovi
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Reynolds grant
received

. Reyi_r_;ol_da Gardens has
received a $25,000 grant
from the R. J. Reynolds

Il and Marie Reynolds
Foundatlon The funds -
w1H be used for direction -
and information signs,
brochures, and garderl

_ benches.

Thanks and kudos

In addition to the
. individuals and groups
listed elsewhere in this
issue of The G;.zrdeng.’r's '
Journal, many others :
haveé also assisted with - .-
the garden restoration -
project, including
JANE WALLACE ALLING
of the McLean
Library, Pennsylvania
Horticulture Society
KARL SCHNEIDER of the .
N, _aﬁona_l Agri__cul-mral_ _
Library
‘Micki CROZIER of the -
-American Sedum
Society
g Hawks Ridge NurSery
Scort Kunst of Old
House Gardens
Presby Memorial Iris.
. Gardens

I+ Horticulturist Mary
“Tapella has h;e‘er{' elected .
president of the North -
Carolina Herb Associa-
‘tion Piedmont Chapter.

* Celeriac

UNUSUAL. VEGETABLES

continued from page 5

Apmm gmveofens var. rapaceum

"-Celerlac a biennial vegetable usually grown as an annual, is grown for the unusual knobby, rough root.
R has been a staple winter vegetable in Germany and Eastern Europe for ages but is little grown in’.

England and America. It is, however, gaining in popularity in the U. S.
Until the root begins to fo_rm, celeriac bears a strong resemblance to Italian parsley. As celeriac
develops, it begins to look more like celéty,_ but the bitter%aﬂing leaf stalks are shorter and less bulky

- than regular celery. Celeriac is much easier to grow than celery, but like celery it also prefers a cool

climate. Directions often say that it should be planted outside”after the apple blossoms fall” (approxi-
mately late-April) to ensure that night temperatures are above 45 degreeq Celeriac needs a potassium- -
rich soil, making 8 it a good companion for leeks and scarlet runner beans. Since it is not a true root crop,
an early one-time supply of nitrogen is helpful. Several weeks before harvesting, pull back the sail,

clean off sucker growth from the root crown, and recover crowns with soil..

A favorite of French chefs, éeleriac imparts a sweet celery taste with a hint of parsley. Root CIDV\.’T’LS

" may be harvested when they reach two to two and one-half incheés across. They can be eaten raw or
_cooked like celery or turnips. The more bitter leaves can be used in stews and soups '

The variety I have selected is‘Diamont’ celeriac, a French variety considered more vigorous-and
reliable than others and slow to bolt. i '

Egypfian Garlic Allium cepa var. viviparum -

. This plant is also known as garden rocambole, walking onion, tree onion, or top onion. One of the

many.unique qualities of this plant is that it does not produce the large underground bulb that charac-
terizes most onions. Instead, small bulbils form on top of the three- foot stalk where onion flowers

-usually appear. The small underground root structure divides and forms several scallion-size plants that
_ can be pulled and eaten. The process by which this plant reproduces gives it the name walkmg onion or

top onion. The weight of the bulbils produced on the tops of the stalks causes the stalk to break forcmg
the bulbils to the ground where they take root and grow. :

* In our area, Egyptian onions are best planted in the fall il a well-drained, sunny area. Place them five
to six inches apart and about orie inch deep. Find a permanent spot, for once these unusual plants
estabhsh themselves they will“walk all over” for quite some time. Some people report having a con-
tinual supply for ten to twenty years!

Both the scallion-size base bulbils and the top bulbils can be used as regular onions. They keep better

_than garllc and have a.very strong ﬂavor i

Floreme Fennel .. Foeniculum vulgaris var. azoricum :

Florence fennel or finnocchio, an annual fennel grown as a cool season vegetable, is related to celery,
carrots, and parsley. It is grown and used extensively in southern Italy and other Mediterranean .
countries. This plaﬁt’s unusual feature is the 'large bulbous base made up of overlapping stems that rest _

just above the ground. Sometimes referred to as the”apple,”“it is this swollen base that is used. (F ennel

“seeds for culinary use are harvested from another perennial fennel.)

Requiring a long growing season and matunng in 80 to 110 days, it may be planted as a fall crop, .
however, I'm going to try planting in early summer and harvesting in theé fall. The plants are not as large
as other fennel, reaching a final height of about two feet. Growing requirements include cool moist

-+ conditions and a nearly neutral pH, so I have placed it in the coolest area of the vegetable garden.
* Plants may be blanched when they reach one foot tall and the base is about one inch across. To

accomplish this, pull the soil up several inches to just cover the basal area of the plant. Blanchlng afew

. I;age 6



weeks before harvestmg keeps it from takmg on a strong licorice flavor. |

To harvest the bulb, either pull it out of the soil or cut it one inch above the soil level when the base is
‘two to three inches across. Bulb fennel 1mparts a llght anise or licorice flavor Culinary uses include -
steaming, stir-frying, and eating it shredded raw in salads or as you would use celery The leaves can be

used in salad dressings, teas, or added to soups and stews. In northern Italy it is often found on ant1pasto '

platters, and in England you may find it offered in a cold soup or served on fish.

- The variety ‘Zefa Fino’, which i is the one planted at Reynoida, is listed as one of the best varletles due to ;

ifs resmtance to bolrmg

Luffa Luffa aegyptiaca .

Vegetable sponge, dishcloth,-and towel gourd are some e of the names given to this member of the
cucumber family because of the versatlhty of its products. Not only are the fruits edible but so are the
flowers and seeds. Most often though, this geurd is dried for the interior“sponge” that is used cormer-
cially as sponges, cleansing scrubbers, sllppers and mats. ;

. This annual vine is native to Asia, Africa, and Australia, buf the Polynesian varieties are best suited for -
American gardens. Luffa needs a long, hot growing season. It can be staked or left to trail along the :
ground however, trellising the vines seems to produce more fruits. ; : :

Sow seeds where the plants will grow, placing the seeds one and one-half inches deep Germination -
takes two to three weeks. Choose a spot with full sun and rich soil. Keep plants well-watered or soak

seeds overnight prior to planting. To harves__t"'fruifs for eating, cut-and use them when they are six to seven -

inches long, cooking as you would summer squash or okra. They can also be-eaten raw like cucumbers.
To harvest for use as sponges, allow fruits to reach 18 to 24 inches or harvest when stems yellow and
color fades.To prepare a fruit, cut it from the vine, then let it air dry for two weeks. Open the large end
and shake out the seeds. Soak
it 0vcm1ght, then peel off the

gourd in the sun. For a softer
spange, boil it for several
minutes: Remove the skin b'y-
pulling on the“strings”along
the outer coating. Wash out
the ceriter and dry the gourd
in the shade. For a whiter .

. half hourin a weak bleach

~ solution or in peroxide.
* What more can you ask of
one plant?You get edible fruit

_and. sponges, too. Eveiyone
should try gromng these at
least once.

Next time you visit Reynolda,
stop by the vegetable garden

our unique additions. &
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brown outer skin and dry the .

- sponge, soak it for about one-

and check on the progress of .

: A certLEicate'o’fachlevement

'Rose garden

mamtenance award:

each year. AARS ‘public
g_ardens ‘meet strict

requirements, especially in

 theareas of upkeep and

display. All-America Rose
Selectlons isa non—proﬁt

9 assoc;atmﬁ for rose -

research and__promatmr;.'.-. S

b

4 Prp.gfam volunteers = -

Plant clinic leaders antl

Tuesday: Gardenmg
- volunteer speakers in the fall

of 1997 and winter/spring

1998:

* Greg Bogard

Dennis Burnette
Dr. Robert Gibson
Karen Harris
Dan Hill

- Bill Imus
Margle Imus'
Maxy Ne].l Jones

: Roger Rlchardson

Jim Rhodes z

'_Iimmy Speas

Linda Spnrlkle

- Members of the'lhad

Or d Society
Membem of the Winston-
Salem Rose Society

o Iames Woodel
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THE HORTICULTURE DETECTIVE
on the TRAIL Of AZALEAS

. by Kim Tilley, assistdnt director

: %caﬁng sources for plant material for the restoration became

a major project, and a valuable learning experience for me, quite
unexp_ectédly last spring. Amongsthe plants that it became my
responsibility to find were the azaleas. Luckily for
" me, there were only a few, because it became a
more difficult task than I expectcd inthe
) beginning.

The original plans specified 77 Ghent
azaleas, which are also known as Azalea
gandavensis or Rhododendron gandgz:errsr’s'.

" The first of the Ghent hybrids were

produced in 1820 by P. Mortier in Ghent,
Belgium. To create them, he crossed a

flame azalea R calendulaceum) with a-
pmxterbloom azalea (R. periclymenoides). Both
azaleas are natives of the southeastern United
States. Repeated crosses and the introduction of
otherspecies into the mix resulted in the produc-
tion of scores of Ghent hybr_1ds over the next -
century. These deciduous azaleas were a popular
landscape plant during the period in whibh '
Reynolda’s gardens were designed. Althougrr
there were many named Ghents available in 1917, - _
Thomas Sears caHed the azaleas by the descriptive terms”soft pink,”
“white,”scarlet,” and“clear orange” on his 1917 plan.

_The popularity of Ghent azaleas declined in the years between -
1917 and 1997, when we began the search to try-and replace them
in the restored garden. After checkmg several local and mail order
sources, we realized that these azaleas, which were such an
important feature of the garden, would be difficult to find. I began-
} contactmg as many azalea ‘experts I could find. They mcluded .

-

Azalea Society of America

- National Arboretum,
Azalea Works, a nursery in Bethe';da Maryland,

sz_itl'e

Jim Darden,’ chairman of the department of horticulture
- science at Sampson Techniical College in Clinton, N.C. and the
author of Great American Azaleas, :
¥  Bill Alexander, landscape curator at Biltmore Estate,

® . Fred C. Galle, former direcfor' of horticulture at Calloway
Gardens and author of A}Tar’m, a book that is known as one of
the finest. books written on the subject, and ;

@ = Azalea Trace Nursery in Huntington, Maryland.

Eve@on_e 1 cdr_r_taf:ted was very patient and helpful with my search

but, to my disappointment, none of them offered words of
-encouragement for finding these old varieties.

 After corresponding with the experts, I compiled an extenswe hst

- of nursery people who specialized in azalea production. Some had

never heard of the Ghents; others had heard of them but

never see any for sale.

Wanda Hanners, who owns Azalea
Trace Nursery with her husband,
was extremely helpful. During many

@  Barbara L. Bullock, curator of azaleas and rhododendron, us .

long phone conversations, I learned
that she and her husband grow' "
. thousands of azaleas on their -
property and use these p}alnts to
propagate and distribute plants
_ throughout the United States and
beyond. These azaleas are part of their
landscape, which she des'cribed-as
wooded sloping hills covered with
azaleas. She said that when the plants
are in full bloom, it is like nothing you -
have ever seen. I :
I had great hope that Mrs. Hanners
‘would be able to help. She sent me her complete :

 list of azaleas, consisting of 38 computer-printed pages that
included names, quantities, and availability for thousands of
azaleas. We hoped to match colors and: growmg habits to plants
_she could propagate for us, but even with all these possibilities,

‘hone of them were close enough for our satisfaction.

I thought my lick had changed when I found a small three-
paragraph article about native azaleas in the spring of 1997 Garden :
Deszgrn magazine. The article and accompanying photograph :

featured an old planting of Ghents growing in the Hunnewell

Garden near Boston. I became very excited once again and hoped
this would be the breakthréugh, but my excitement quickly
diminished. I had no luck in finding a phdne number or address for
Hunnewell Garden. Lcontacted Amold Arboretum in Boston, ‘
which had ne information on Hunnewell. I contacted Garden
Design, but thiey were unable to supply more information. I had
reached another dead-end. It became clear that substitution,
involving the same kinds of difficult choices we had made on some

- Page 8




KM TiLLEY PLANTING THE EXBURY HYBRID AZALEAS.

other plants, would be necessary with the azaleas.

* -« After reviewing all the information acquired during my. months: .
of correspondirig throughout the country, the staff decided to go

“with reeommendationé made by Ithel.experts' like Fred Galle and

- Barbara Bullock. Mr. Galle and Ms. Bullock felt that the Exbury
Hybridé were as close as we could come to what we were looking

for._-The Exbury hybrids are common in ﬁilrseries, and [ was able to _

find all the colors locally. We chose”Fireball’ (scarlet),'Northerri
- Lights’ (white’), ‘Orchid Lights’ (pir{k),‘ and‘Gibraltat’ (orange).

In edd'itio‘n to the dhents, other azaleas were installed to
'corﬁplete the border planting. A white-flowering azalea, known in

Mr. Sears’ day as Aéaiea Ied{folfum_is now classified as Rhododendron I

mucronatum.'Delaware Valley Whité’a cultivar of ledifolium, will
- “represent this group. We found the
 last three azaleas on the original

native azaleas pﬁv(terbloom and
. p;inkshell,_ and ‘Hinamayo’, a
_ ; . cultivar-of Rhododendron
& Jg/ ~ obtusum. :
" During your visits you will

of plant material 1n the garden,

but you will not find a mass
planting of azaleas, as there are in
many Sduther_n gardens. The many

hours of searchfng_, reading, and poring

over azalea descriptions resulted in the installation of only 81 |
plants, but these 81, combmed with all Reynolcla has to offer, wﬂl
be memorable ® -

- Page g
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‘Success from the GROUND UP

by Tom Pratt, greenhouse manager

-'@mm this. The time has come. You must now prepare for some
_ 700+ children to visit your home this fall. They will range in age from

pfeschoolers to 17 years old.Your goal is for each child visiting to be
attentive, excited, learn a lot, and most unportant have fun. Well, relax.

‘The burden is not on you. It falls upon Camilla Wilcox, Reynolda _
* Gardens curator of education. Mrs. Wilcox and her volunteer staff of 21
 help inform and educate school children of all ages at Reynolda

Gardens. b
*Education 'pi_'ograms at the Gardens are certainly not new. For.close

1025 years now, school students from all over thé area have been
: m\nted to.come share our beaubﬁﬂ garden.s Whether it be a small -

kindergarten group or a large

middle school group; they all

. learn, as one student told me,
“what’s going on at Reynolda
Gardens.” :

Mrs. Wilcox and her
 wonderful voltinteers set up
programs that are varied as
well as.informative. Over the

course of the school year,
. three seasonai-pmgrame are

offered—a fall, a winter, and

ST.IJDEN'.I":S (rfght to left) MATTHEW { dspHng pr'ogran_}.-'Ihe fa?I
program -concentrates on an
outside look at our gardens
and trails, weather perrr‘ﬂt-
ting. On beautiful fall days,

chﬂdren are led through the gardens and frails, learnmg about many

Brian W0OOD DISCUSS PLANT LIFE
witH CamiLLa WiLcox.

. aspects of nature and its changes while observing all the autumn -

colors that are about. As the weather turns to the cold of winter, the
school programs are centered within the greenhouses Our young
visitors are given a first-class guided tour of the wonders of the .
greenhouse. The children learn of the tropical world with our bromeli-
ads and orchids. They learn of arid climates when they venmre into our
desert cactus collection. Their visit includes a dlscussxon on propaga-
tlan, and the students take plants home to show thezr moms and dads.
With the arrival of spring and warm weather, the school visits move
again to the outside. The spring programs start at the Boathouse on -

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

come with a common goalto .
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THE ROSE
* (GARDENS
RESTORED

- by Camilla Wilcox, curator of education

v_% estoring the two gése gardens.

designed in 1917 for public enjoyment and
education has involyed making chan ges in
the original plan.-The most striking differ-
ence from the original garden is a reduction
in the overall number of rose plants and in
the numbers of individual cultivars.
‘Landscape architect Thomas Sears’ 1917
plan for the rose gardens at Reynolda
specified 50 ;ultiv%rs, a total of 1,739 plants,
_ in two gardens that were each about 720
- square feet in size. Located in the sunken
area adjacent to the greenhouse range, these gardens were -
enclosed by neatly trimmed low boxwood hedges. Specimen
Japanese hollies, saucer magnollas, benches, and. grass paths

. consumed much of the space, leaving comparahvely little room for .

such large numbers of plants. A reduction in the numbers of rose
plants has created ample room for each plant to grow well.

j A;ldltlonally, the use of modern scientific cultural practices and
new techhologj{ impacts upon F'he appearance of the gai_'de_r;s,' but

-in more subtle ways.

¥  Today the plén‘ts and flowers themselves may not look as
: perfect as the landscape architect and the gardens”owners
- probably hoped they wcl)u_ld.. Pest and disease treatrents that
are safe for gardeners and the public sometimes don't
‘completely eradicate problems. Modern horticulturists would '
* not use many of the dangerous, hard-hitting chemical
- compounds that were regularly prescribed for I:ﬁant care
during the early part of the century, especially in a garden that
is open to visitors of all ageé., i

_Re-adopting less refined ciﬂtural tecﬁniques,'liké those-in

@

evidence on photographs of the rose gardens taken in the
1920s, would create stressful conditions for these delicate
plants. When the gardens were originally installed, it was

common practice to till soil before planting and leave it
t_z-ncovered, cultivating around plants as weeds appeared. Now
these beds have been amended with organic material, '
cultivated, and mulched, giving them the best gromng

] conchhons we can pro‘mde

&

‘original grass, and the method of installation will ensure its

" continued good appearance and fﬁnction In 1997, Bermuda
grass was laid over a base mixture of sand , plastic net, and peat
moss that is designed to prevent compactlon of roots. Ordi-
nary grass paths, like those speaﬁed in the early plan, would
not survive under the feet of over 1{)0 000 visitors each year.’

# Each rose bush requires five galloﬁfs of water each week. Our
hot, dry summers can easily put plants under severe stress. The
roses will benefit from a new zoned irrigation system that will
give them, as well as the grass paths, shrubs, and trees around

them, the correct amount of water each needs

Even with these changes, the feel of the garden is very much in
keeping with the origihal concept. Plants are in their original
location as much as possible. Where it has been necessary to make
substifutions, plants have been chosen from among roses on the
original list that are similar in bloom color and growth habit to ones
that are missing. The garden on the west side close to Reynolda

. Road contains, as intended, numerous hybrid teas and some

The type of grass used for paths is much more rugged than the’

Tue Rose GARDENS AS THEY LOOK TODAY.
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. polyanthas, 'most in shades of pink. The garden on the east side
tontains both of these types as well as ramblers; teas, and hybrid
perpetuals in a wider palette.

Many rose hames are familiar to rose hobbyists. Cécile Briinner,

Marie Pavi¢; Mrs. John Laing, Paul Neylon Clotilde Soupert, and:
Frau Karl Drushki are all dppearing with i mcreaqmg frequency in
mail order r:'ltalogs Other roses may not be quite so familiar,
‘among them Griiss en Tephtz Mrs. Aaron Ward, Ophelia, and Mme
Segond Weber, which are available from spec_la]ty nurseries.

It isn’t nece's;;ary, hoiwever, to be a historian, a‘hobbyist, or even a
' _gardener to enjoy the restored rose garden. Roses of every scent
and color will bloom at intervals throughout our long Piedmont
growing season, 1nv1tmg every visitor to stroll and linger in thebe
ovely gardens.

'Planting began in the fall of 1997 and will continue until all of
the.custom-rooted plants have arrived from the nurseries where
they have been propagated. The rose gardens will be in the testing
stage for the next several years, as staff horticulturists determine
" how well the pldnts are adapting to local climate ‘and COr‘ldlfIOI‘lb

- and then make the necessary adjustments. . #

SUCCESS FROM THE GROUND Up * *
continued from page 9

: thc banks of the old Lake Katharme' There classes are dmded into
smallg groups that are then led by one of our volunteers. Each group
goes on a walk along the nature trails where students learn about
plant life from the forest floor to the tallest of trees. Next, it’s overto -
the formal gardens where children learn about roses, herbs, and
vegetables. As the groups wind back down to the Boathouse, n‘iany
questions are asked and answered by the children and their leaders.

As a spectator of sorts to the school classes as they come and go, I
see many wonderful things. The first thing I see, which is not hard to
notice, is the excitement in the students’eyes as they gather before
their visit begins. There are the g'Igg'les and restlessness in aﬁticipaﬁon
- of what lies ahead. Next, I see the parents who help éhaperone, who
are also excited by watching their children and others enjoy the life

aro'u'r_ld the gardens. And finally; I see the excitement of the vohinteers :

who gi\;e us so many hours of service. Not only have I witnessed the -
tough questions asked of them, but I've alsoseen the iaughq and
smiles on their faces as they: go along th(.lr way.

Success in education is measured in so many technical ways these
day‘; At Reynolda Gardens I count the eoohs and daahhs, and [ think
o our team is domg just fine. €

T'Pégelu
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: YET ANOTHER HORTICULTURAL
: PUZZLE-—HOW o GROW the

ROSE STAN DARDS

RDSE standards were the central feature of each of the
restored rose gardens, the polyantha rose‘Baby Dorothy/in :
the West Garden and the polyantHa ’Mrs W. H. Cutbush’in
the East Garden. Since neither plant was commerr:la]ly
avallable in 199'7 when the time came to order plants for

‘these gardens, and since rose standards are notoriously

difficult to grow, the staff deczded to wait and get the rest of
the garden in hand before makmg a decision on purchas-
ing and placing these plants.

The main problem with growing rose standards is.

usuaﬂy caused by the method used to create them. Today

standards, which ate sometimes known as tree roses, are

 typically formed by grafting a cutting of the desired rose

onto a single stem of another rose plant. Often, the

 resulting plants prove to be too delicate to survive harsh

winters because the bud union (the place where the two
plants meet) is too high off the ground to prolect TR
completely from cold and wind; often resulhng in the death
of the desired top growth Unless standards are grown in
pots and removed to a greenhouse in the wmter, many last
orly a few years. -

In the spring of 1998, many of the rosé plants for the

' restored garden had been planted, and the rest of the roses

had been ordered. It was time’ to make a decision about the

- standards: The standards were an xmportamt feature of

these two gardens, and we felt they should be a part of the

'restoration,' yet we were reluetant to replant them, knowing

that they might not survive. We knew we couldn’t purchase
them outright. In fact, we knew that we can't get ’Baby
Doro._thy’ at all. We rmght be able to get_’Mrs, W.H.

‘Cutbush/, though not invthe form we need. So, we -thqught,

what should we do? Should we substitute another variety -
that we can purchase in tree form? But then'what — will
we be able to protect the plants in the winter, and, if 50, .
how? What happens if we fail and lose: them’ We were in 1a

'_-quandazy

“Then, some new information opened upa seccmd

. poss1b1hfy An entry in the 1930 echtlon of The Cyclopedia ef

CONTTNUED ON PAGE 12-'

.
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How TO GROW ROSE STANDARDS
continiied from page 11

Horticulture edited by L. H. Bailey describes an alt’ernat-i\;e to the
style of rose standard culture with which most gardeners today "
are fan'g'iliar,_ as-aé]iarerjﬂy were fnany gal_'deners in 1930. Mr.
Bailey wrote;”Standard of ‘tree’ roses are sometimes grown, .

-staking and tying, that they are little known in this country.

. They are_gtown abroad when a few excellent b]DOl‘:F:l:;-i are
desired or where space is limited.. Sofn'etimes an effect
approachmg the true tree rose is produced by tymg e few
very strong canes to a stake.” _

s possible that the style with whlch we are famﬂlar-——where
the top is gTafted to. a stem—is the style that was used at Reynolda,
but now we know that it’s also possible that the method described’

. by Mr. Bailey could have been used here instead. Adopting the
second method would likely produce hardier standards for our
garden. Flowers would rise above the other roses in the garden,
giving heighf and inteérest to the center of the garden, a role
Mr. Sears undoubtedly intended the standards to fill. The :

options for culture of these important plants are still

under consideration. Watch the rose garden for the

solution to this latest horticultural puzzle. €
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